Regular Meeting 
November 1, 2016
7:00 p.m.

The Mayor and City Council of the Town of Amite City, Louisiana came together in regular session this 1st day of November 2016 at 7:00 p.m.  The meeting was held in the meeting room of City Hall.  Mayor Bel called the meeting to order and asked Mrs. Brooke for roll call.  The following were present: Milton “Buddy” Bel, Mayor; Mayor Pro Tem Rose Sumrall; Council Members: Arthur S. Leonard, Jr., Emanuel Zanders III and Neil Currier.  Absent: Jonathon Foster. 
Mayor Bel called on Carol Brooke to offer the night’s prayer.

Mayor Bel led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Public Input.

There was no public input.
Meeting Minutes.

September 6, 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes.   Mrs. Sumrall moved and Mr. Leonard seconded to accept the September 6, 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes.  Motion carried without opposition.

TREASURER'S REPORT

General Fund

Bal 8-31-16  
 
138,187.50    
Deposits
            347,099.91

                        485,287.41
Cks Drn                       458,125.62

Bal 9-30-16
              27,161.79       

Sales Tax Fund      
Bal 8-31-16
             63,130.62
Deposits
           238,016.85


           301,147.47
Cks Drn
           252,500.00
Bal 9-30-16
             48,647.47
Waterworks Operating Fund

Bal 8-31-16             1,384,311.58
Deposits                     148,617.29
                                1,532,928.87
Cks Drn                      129,075.36
Bal 9-30-16             1,403,853.51
Water Deposits

Bal 8-31-16
 
 72,244.92
Deposits

   2,105.84


             74,350.76
Cks Drn

   2,750.00
Bal 9-30-16                  71,600.76
Cemetery Maintenance

Bal 8-31-16  

 90,107.69
Deposits

      737.28


             90,844.97
Cks Drn

             -0 
Bal 9-30-16                  90,844.97
Economic Development

Bal 8-31-16                 523,074.06
Deposits                             215.26


            523,289.32
Cks Drn
                1,100.00
Bal 9-30-16
            522,189.32
Capital Improvement

Bal 8-31-16  
             128,257.84
Deposits
                     52.85


             128,310.69
Cks Drn
                         -0-
Bal 9-30-16
             128,310.69 
Water Deposit Certificate of Deposit

Bal 8-31-16

  67,358.41
Deposits
                        -0-
Bal 9-30-16

  67,358.41
Prisoner's Fund

Bal 8-31-16                        487.47
Deposits                             182.57
                                           670.04
Cks Drn                                33.62
Bal 9-30-16                        636.42
Police Bond Money

Bal 8-31-16                     5,562.91
Deposits

    6,215.02



  11,777.93
Cks Drn
                6,143.10
Bal 9-30-16                     5,634.83
Bond Appearance

Bal 8-31-16                   15,566.42
Deposits                             139.94
                                      15,706.36
Cks Drn

         
           2.00 

Bal 9-30-16                   15,704.36
Drug Assets Fund



Bal 8-31-16                     6,832.51
Deposits                                 2.82
                                        6,835.33
Cks Drn                                    -0- 
Bal 9-30-16                     6,835.33
USDA Police Car Fund

Bal 8-31-16                        119.23
Deposits                                   -0-
                                           119.23
Cks Drn                                    -0-
Bal 9-30-16

       119.23
USDA Police Car Fund 2016

Bal 8-31-16                     7,864.00
Deposits


.0.
                                        7,864.00
Cks Drn


-0-

Bal 9-30-16

     7,864.00

USDA Service Truck 2016

Bal 8-31-16                      6,576.00
Deposits


  -0-
                                          6,576.00
Cks Drn


-0-

Bal 9-30-16

      6,576.00

Arts Council

Bal 8-31-16                    66,623.70
Deposits                            6,575.17
                                       73,198.87
Cks Drn                           1,139.99
Bal 9-30-16                    72,058.88
Utilities Sinking Fund

Bal 8-31-16                    85,655.55
Deposits                           8,186.27
                                       93,841.82
Cks Drn 

             -0-
Bal 9-30-16                    93,841.82
Utility Depreciation and Contingency Fund

Bal 8-31-16  

  150,541.31
Deposits
                       62.03
                          150,603.34
Cks Drn                                     -0-
Bal 9-30-16

  150,603.34
Utility Revenue Bond Reserve Fund

Bal 8-31-16                   104,022.98
Deposits

           42.86
                                      104,065.84
Cks Drn                                     -0-
Bal 9-30-16                   104,065.84
USDA Sewer Sinking Fund

Bal 8-31-16 

    72,225.43
Deposits
                  8,963.85



    81,189.28
Cks Drn

              -0-             
Bal 9-30-16

    81,189.28
USDA Sewer Bond Reserve Fund

Bal 8-31-16 

    98,815.12
Deposits

      2,274.23



  101,089.35
Cks Drn

              -0-
Bal 9-30-16                   101,089.35
UDSA Sewer Deprec & Contingency               

Bal 8-31-16                      25,314.10
Deposits                                457.48
                                         25,771.58
Cks Drn                                       -0-
Bal 9-30-16                     25,771.58
USDA Sewer Short Lived Assets

Bal 8-31-16                      81,707.81
Deposits                             1,519.84
                                         83,227.65
Cks Drn                                     -0-                                       

Bal 9-30-16                      83,227.65
USDA Water Short-Lived Assets
Bal 8-31-16

    106,323.94
Deposits

        2,444.10
                                        108,768.04

Cks Drn                                    -0-
Bal 9-30-16                     108,768.04
USDA Water Depreciation Fund

Bal 8-31-16

      17,044.68   

Deposits
  
           371.57



      17,416.25
Cks Drn

                -0-
Bal 9-30-16                       17,416.25
USDA Water Debt Service

Bal 8-31-16
                 69,110.39
Deposits

       1,851.23     
                                         70,961.62
Cks Drn

           
  -0-
Bal 9-30-16         
     70,961.62
USDA Water Sinking 

Bal 8-31-16                      94,375.15
Deposits                             7,329.76
                                        101,704.91
Cks Drn                                      -0-
Bal 9-30-16                     101,704.91
Water Bills Past Due: 

August 31, 2016 - $17,696.39
September 30, 2016 - $13,278.33
Mr. Zanders moved and Mrs. Sumrall seconded to accept the Treasurer's Report.  Motion carried without opposition.  
Mayor Bel:  Resolution – Surplus Vehicle.
RESOLUTION NO. 9 - 2016
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL, GOVERNING AUTHORITY OF THE TOWN OF AMITE CITY, STATE OF LOUISIANA THAT THE FOLLOWING IS HEREBY DECLARED SURPLUS PROPERTY AND MAY BE SOLD TO THE HIGHEST BIDDER:

1991 Ford Dump Truck VIN—1FDPF70J1MVA35195

On a motion by Mr. Currier, seconded by Mr. Leonard, and approved by a majority of the City Council, Resolution No. 9 - 2016 was hereby adopted on this 1st day of November 2016.

Attest:

________________________



_______________________

Milton “Buddy” Bel, Mayor



Mary Lou Lee, City Clerk
Mayor Bel:  Resolution – Louisiana Gov’t Assistance Program.
RESOLUTION NO. 10 - 2016
WHEREAS, the Town of Amite City is committed to efficiently serving the citizens of the community; and,

WHEREAS, the Town of Amite City is in need of all-terrain vehicles; and, 

WHEREAS, with funding in the amount of $35,000 through the Local Government Assistance Program, the Town can purchase all-terrain vehicles; and,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and City Council for the Town of Amite City do submit this application to the Office of Community Development for funding through the Local Government Assistance Program for favorable consideration.

On a motion by Mrs. Sumrall, seconded by Mr. Currier, and approved by a majority of the City Council, Resolution No. 10 - 2016 was hereby adopted on this 1st day of November 2016.

Attest:

________________________



_______________________

Milton “Buddy” Bel, Mayor



Mary Lou Lee, City Clerk
Mayor Bel:  Condemnation – 104 Canal Street.
Ms. DiLorenzo said the town notified the property owner of the show cause hearing, but the certified letter was returned undeliverable.  City Attorney Chuck Reid said he will check the tax records for the correct mailing address of the property owner and suggested the town delay action on the proposed condemnation.
Mrs. Sumrall:  Police and Fire Matters.
There were no police or fire matters.  
Mrs. Sumrall:  Chamber of Commerce.

Mrs. Sumrall removed agenda item, as a chamber representative was not present.
Mrs. Sumrall:  Arts Council.

Mrs. Sumrall recognized Charley Vance of the Amite Arts Council, who stated the Arts Council sponsored an Educational Theatre performance of Rumpelstiltskin October 11th for over 1000 elementary and middle school children at a cost of $2200.

Mr. Vance asked permission to spend $17,500 of Arts Council funds to have a mural painted on the Campo Building on the corner of N. First Street and W. Oak Street.  Mr. Vance said the Campo family is agreeable to sign a 15-20 year lease with the town for the mural on the west wall of the building.  Mr. Vance said the artist, Chris Davis, will remove the awning, stucco the window and paint the mural.  
Mr. Vance introduced Luther Tolliver, Arts Council member, who addressed the council on the benefits of the mural to both residents and tourists, and urged the council to consider the project.  

Charley Vance recognized Chris Davis, artist, who presented the artwork for the mural and provided additional information.  Discussion followed between the council and Mr. Davis.  Mr. Vance said the Arts Council obtained three bids, and this was the least expensive bid.
Mrs. Sumrall moved and Mr. Currier seconded to approve entering into a lease with the Campo family for the west wall of their building and an expenditure of $17,500 to hire Chris Davis to paint a mural.  Mayor Bel asked for roll call:

YEA:  Mr. Zanders, Mr. Currier, Mrs. Sumrall.

NAY:  Mr. Leonard.

ABSENT:  Mr. Foster.  Motion carried.

Mr. Bel suggested the Arts Council contact the Amite High School student muralist for future projects in Amite.
Mrs. Sumrall requested and received unanimous permission to add agenda item, “Traffic Sign.”

Mrs. Sumrall:  Traffic Sign.

Mrs. Sumrall moved and Mr. Currier seconded to install a stop sign at the intersection of 
N. Duncan Avenue and Old Reid Road.  Motion carried without opposition.

Mr. Currier:  VFW Park.

Mr. Currier asked the status of the sign and flag pole at the VFW Park.  Mayor Bel said funds are available and asked for Mr. Currier to provide recommendations on the placement.

Mr. Leonard:  Butler Park.
Mr. Leonard removed agenda item.

Mr. Leonard:  Cemetery Fees.

Mr. Leonard said people outside the city limits pay more for burial lots.  He noted the rising cost of funerals and asked for a breakdown of the old charge and new charge for slabs.
Mr. Leonard:  USDA Loan Grant.

Mr. Leonard reminded the public that people who suffered damage from the recent floods, USDA is offering a one percent loan to repair homes.

Mr. Zanders moved and Mrs. Sumrall seconded to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried without objection.

Attest:
________________________                               
______________________

Milton “Buddy” Bel, Mayor



Mary Lou Lee, City Clerk
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