Regular Meeting 
February 2, 2016
7:00 p.m.

The Mayor and City Council of the Town of Amite City, Louisiana came together in regular session this 2nd day of February 2016 at 7:00 p.m.  The meeting was held in the meeting room of City Hall.  Mayor Bel called the meeting to order and asked Ms. Lee for roll call.  The following were present: Milton “Buddy” Bel, Mayor; Mayor Pro Tem Rose Sumrall; Council Members:   Arthur S. Leonard, Jr., Jonathon Foster, Emanuel Zanders III, and Neil Currier.  
Mayor Bel called on Percy James of the Greater Refuge Temple Ministries to offer the night’s prayer.  

Mayor Bel led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Public Input.

There was no public input.
Meeting Minutes.

January 5, 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes, January 12, 2016 Special Meeting Minutes, 
January 19, 2016 Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting Minutes, and January 11, 2016 Arts Council Meeting Minutes.   Mr. Currier moved and Mr. Leonard seconded to accept the minutes of the above meetings.  Motion carried without opposition.

TREASURER'S REPORT

General Fund

Bal 12-31-15  
 
109,837.10    
Deposits
            345,983.41

                        455,820.51
Cks Drn                       346,856.78
Bal 1-31-16
            108,963.73        

Sales Tax Fund      
Bal 12-31-15
           150,261.87
Deposits
           234,287.35


           384,549.22
Cks Drn
           218,228.41
Bal 1-31-16
           166,320.81
Waterworks Operating Fund

Bal 12-31-15           1,163,553.96
Deposits                     159,340.11
                                1,322,894.07
Cks Drn                     118,669.55
Bal 1-31-16             1,204,224.52
Water Deposits

Bal 12-31-15
 
 70,160.01
Deposits

   2,843.19


             73,003.20
Cks Drn

   2,204.89
Bal 1-31-16                  70,798.31
Cemetery Maintenance

Bal 12-31-15

   86,288.96
Deposits

     1,282.31



   87,571.27
Cks Drn

        363.00 
Bal 1-31-16                    87,208.27
Economic Development

Bal 12-31-15                276,115.69
Deposits                         18,335.88


             294,451.57
Cks Drn

     1,100.00
Bal 1-31-16
             293,351.57
Capital Improvement

Bal 12-31-15  
              77,956.50
Deposits
                     28.90


              77,985.40
Cks Drn
                         -0-
Bal 1-31-16
              77,985.40
Water Deposit Certificate of Deposit

Bal 12-31-15

  67,077.46
Deposits
                         -0-
Bal 1-31-16

  67,077.46
Prisoner's Fund

Bal 12-31-15                       500.18
Deposits                                58.33
                                            558.51
Cks Drn                                 73.64
Bal 1-31-16                         484.87
Police Bond Money

Bal 12-31-15                  36,249.00
Deposits

     4,935.17



   41,184.17
Cks Drn
                         -0-
Bal 1-31-16                    41,184.17
Bond Appearance

Bal 11-31-15                  12,119.05
Deposits                                  4.49
                                       12,123.54
Cks Drn

         
              -0- 

Bal 1-31-16                    12,123.54
Drug Assets Fund



Bal 12-31-15                    6,810.83
Deposits                                  2.53
                                         6,813.36
Cks Drn                                    -0- 
Bal 1-31-16                      6,813.36
USDA Police Car Fund

Bal 12-31-15                       119.23
Deposits                                    -0-
                                            119.23
Cks Drn                                     -0-
Bal 1-31-16

        119.23
Arts Council

Bal 12-31-15                  60,534.02
Deposits                                22.44
                                       60,556.46
Cks Drn                              195.40
Bal 1-31-16                   60,361.06
Utilities Sinking Fund

Bal 12-31-15                  21,830.76
Deposits                         16,309.64
                                       38,140.40
Cks Drn 

              -0-
Bal 1-31-16                    38,140.40
Utility Depreciation and Contingency Fund

Bal 12-31-15  

  169,621.03
Deposits
                       57.17
                          169,678.20
Cks Drn                           19,558.92
Bal 1-31-16

  150,119.28
Utility Revenue Bond Reserve Fund

Bal 12-31-15                 103,692,92
Deposits

           38.45
                                      103,731.37
Cks Drn                                     -0-
Bal 1-31-16                   103,731.37
USDA Sewer Sinking Fund

Bal 12-31-15 

  107,843.68
Deposits
                  8,937.71           



  116,781.39
Cks Drn

  107,196.18             
Bal 1-31-16

      9,585.21
USDA Sewer Bond Reserve Fund

Bal 12-31-15 

    80,665.33
Deposits

      2,263.37



    82,928.70
Cks Drn

              -0-
Bal 1-31-16                     82,928.70
UDSA Sewer Deprec & Contingency               

Bal 12-31-15                   21,663.74
Deposits                               455.07
                                        22,118.81
Cks Drn                                    -0-
Bal 1-31-16                     22,118.81
USDA Sewer Short Lived Assets

Bal 12-31-15                   69,580.34
Deposits                            1,511.94
                                        71,092.28
Cks Drn                                    -0-                                       

Bal 1-31-16                     71,092.28
USDA Water Short-Lived Assets
Bal 12-31-15

   86,818.55
Deposits

     2,432.42
                                       89,250.97
Cks Drn                                     -0-
Bal 1-31-16                    89,250.97
USDA Water Depreciation Fund

Bal 12-31-15

   14,079.46   

Deposits
  
        369.75



   14,449.21
Cks Drn

              -0-
Bal 1-31-16                    14,449.21
USDA Water Debt Service

Bal 12-31-15
                54,335.06
Deposits

      1,842.86
                                        56,177.92
Cks Drn


  -0-
Bal 1-31-16         
    56,177.92
USDA Water Sinking 

Bal 12-31-15                 123,331.89
Deposits                            7,306.92
                                      130,638.81
Cks Drn                          87,482.00
Bal 1-31-16                    43,156.81
Water Bills Past Due: 

December 31, 2015 - $22,041.75

January 31, 2016 - $22,425.44
Mrs. Sumrall moved and Mr. Currier seconded to accept the Treasurer's Report.  Motion carried without opposition.  
Mayor Bel:  Bids – Foulks Lane Water Tank Rehabilitation.
Mayor Bel recognized Frank Newell, Newell Engineering, LLC who presented the following bids for the Foulks Lane Water Tank Rehabilitation:
	
	Precision Inspection
	Professional Application Services

	
	
	

	Mobilization
	2,255.00
	8683.00

	Drain vent tank, reinstall manway
	1,800.00
	357.00

	Clean interior of water tower
	3,600.00
	7,200.00

	Provide temporary lift basket
	4,575.00
	9,300.00

	New screen on air vent
	370.00
	470.00

	New screen overflow pipe
	200.00
	470.00

	Cable tie off system for ladders
	5,980.00
	7,800.00

	Rehabilitate tank level gauge
	3,920.0
	9,900.00

	Provide drains in balcony
	900.00
	410.00

	Tank disinfection
	1,200.00
	410.00

	     Total
	$24,800.00
	$45,000.00


Mr. Newell said the bids are to clean the interior of the tank and minor repairs.  In response to questioning from Mrs. Sumrall, Mr. Newell explained each line item of the bid.  Mr. Newell said another bid for $2,550 was received from Spec Control for an inspection to be performed while the tank is drained.  Mr. Currier moved and Mr. Leonard seconded to accept the recommended bid of $24,800 from Precision Inspection for cleaning and minor repairs and the bid of $2,550 from Spec Control for inspection services.  Motion carried without opposition.
Mayor Bel:  Resolution – MWPP.

RESOLUTION NO. 3 - 2016

BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council for the Town of Amite City informs Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality that the following actions were taken by the City Council for the Town of Amite City:

1. Reviewed the Municipal Water Pollution Prevention Environmental Audit Report which is attached to this resolution.

2. Set forth the following actions necessary to maintain permit requirements contained in the Louisiana Water Discharge Permit System (LWDPS) number - LA0038431.

a. Continue to provide certified operators for operation and provide 16 hours of training per operator over the next year.

b. Maximize aeration to system by maintaining existing equipment, maintaining spare parts inventory and providing extra aeration when required.  

On a motion by Mr. Currier and seconded by Mrs. Sumrall, Resolution No. 3 - 2016 was passed by a unanimous vote of the City Council for the Town of Amite City on this 2nd day of February 2016.

Attest:

_______________________



_______________________

Milton “Buddy” Bel, Mayor



Mary Lou Lee, City Clerk

Mayor Bel:  Ratify Financial Audit Report FYE 06/30/15.

Mrs. Sumrall moved and Mr. Currier seconded to ratify the Financial Audit Report FYE 06/30/15, performed by Lee Gray, CPA.  Motion carried without opposition.

Mayor Bel:  Resolution – USDA Police Car.

Mr. Zanders asked Chief Trabona to give the new police vehicle to Officer Francois, as he needs an unmarked vehicle.  Chief Trabona said the vehicle will be used for street patrol, but he will apply for another USDA grant for a vehicle for Officer Francois.

RESOLUTION NO. 4 - 2016

WHEREAS, the Town of Amite City is scheduled to receive a USDA grant for the purchase of a police vehicle; and,

WHEREAS, a portion of the cost of the vehicle will be provided by the Town of Amite City; and,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council for the Town of Amite City does hereby approve the purchase of the police vehicle and provide funding to be used as the town’s match for a USDA grant.

On a motion by Mr. Currier, seconded by Mrs. Sumrall, Resolution No. 4 – 2016 was duly adopted by a majority vote of the City Council for the Town of Amite City on this 2nd day of February 2016.

Attest:

__________________________ 


________________________________

Milton “Buddy” Bel, Mayor


Mary Lou Lee, City Clerk



Mayor Bel asked for permission to add agenda item “Ordinance to Extend the Corporate Limits of the Town of Amite City”, as it was inadvertently omitted from the agenda.  No action was taken by the council, so Mayor Bel said the item will appear on the March agenda.

Mrs. Sumrall:  Police and Fire Matters.
Mrs. Sumrall recognized Chief Trabona, who recommended hiring Malcolm Henry as an auxiliary police officer.  Mr. Henry has been a reserve officer for the Tangipahoa Parish Sheriff’s Office for a number of years.  Mr. Foster moved and Mr. Currier seconded to accept Chief Trabona’s recommendation to hire Malcolm Henry as an auxiliary police officer.  Motion carried without opposition.

There were no fire matters.
Mrs. Sumrall:  Chamber of Commerce.

Mrs. Sumrall removed agenda item, as no Chamber members were in attendance.  
Mrs. Sumrall:  Ordinance – Salary for Appointed Official – 2015 Longevity.
Mrs. Sumrall moved and Mr. Leonard seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 3 – 2016.  Mayor Bel asked for roll call:

YEA:  Mr. Currier, Mr. Leonard, Mr. Zanders, Mrs. Sumrall.

NAY:  None.

ABSTAIN:  Mr. Foster.  Motion carried.

ORDINANCE NO. 3 – 2016

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE SALARY

FOR APPOINTED OFFICIAL

Street & Water Superintendent – 2015 Longevity Increase - $74,240.26 annual, 

effective April 15, 2015 

Be it ordained by the Mayor and the City Council for the Town of Amite City that Ordinance No. 3 – 2016 was duly approved by a majority vote of the City Council of the Town of Amite City on this 2nd day of February 2016.

Attest:

________________________


________________________

Milton “Buddy” Bel, Mayor


Mary Lou Lee, City Clerk

Mrs. Sumrall:  Police Station.

Mrs. Sumrall asked for an update on the police station.  Mayor Bel said Frank Newell, Newell Engineering, LLC is working on a proposal for capital outlay funding, which is due in October.  Mayor Bel said the town would be required to put a 25% match for the capital outlay program.  Mrs. Sumrall said there is a potential buyer for the police depot.
Mr. Zanders:  Juvenile Officer Salary.

Mr. Zanders moved to increase the salary of the juvenile officer from $40,000 to $45,000.  Mr. Leonard seconded the motion.  Chief Trabona said the juvenile officer is a sergeant, and there are three other sergeants with the same salary.  Mr. Leonard said the juvenile officer has a college degree and ten years of service.  Mayor Bel asked if the salary increase is for a particular officer or for the position.  Mr. Zanders said the salary increase is for the position, regardless of who is in the position.  Chief Trabona said all officers with five years of service receive a longevity increase of 2.5% per year.  Mayor Bel asked Chief Trabona if he recommends the salary increase.  Chief Trabona said no.  Mayor Bel asked the city attorney to determine if the salary increase is legal.  Mr. Reid said he will research the statute.  Mayor Bel asked for roll call:

YEA:  Mr. Foster, Mr. Currier, Mr. Leonard, Mr. Zanders.

NAY:  None.

ABSTAIN:  Mrs. Sumrall.  Motion carried.

Mr. Foster:  Building Permits.
Mrs. DiLorenzo said Tangipahoa Parish issues building permits and performs building inspections for the town.  Mr. Foster said there is a building being built on S. Third Street and he questioned if it has been inspected.  Mrs. DiLorenzo said the town issues a letter of approval before the parish issues permits and the town has not approved new construction on S. Third St.

Mr. Foster:  Litigation.

Mr. Foster removed agenda item.

Mr. Foster:  Compliance Officer.
Mr. Foster said there are houses rotting down and burned houses, but no action is being taken.  Mr. Foster indicated ordinances are not being enforced.  Mr. Reid said there is a process to address these issues.  He requested Mr. Foster provide addresses and the town will inspect and enforce the ordinance, which gives property owners an opportunity to correct deficiencies before condemnation.  Mr. Foster noted the compliance officer should address these problems.  Discussion followed.
Mr. Foster:  Drug Testing.

Mr. Foster questioned if the town has a drug testing policy.  Mayor Bel said it is in the Employee Policy Manual.  Chief Trabona said two Police Department employers are tested each month.

Mr. Foster:  Mid-Winter Conference.

Mr. Foster moved to allow any council members who want to attend the mid-winter conference can do so, if funds are available.  Mayor Bel said it is an administrative matter, not a council decision.  Mr. Zanders seconded the motion, which carried without opposition.

Mr. Leonard:  Recreation.

Mr. Leonard proposed a splash park at the old tennis court at Butler Park.  Mr. Leonard said it would cost about $50,000 to install and that grants are available.  The improvement would promote family activity at the park.
Mr. Zanders requested and received unanimous permission to recognize an audience member, Kris Hart, for public input.

Mr. Zanders:  Kris Hart.

Mr. Hart had two comments:
1.  Independence built a new jail; Amite is still waiting on funding for a new jail.  He indicated the council can find funds for what they want.

2. Amite needs more activities for kids.  The council found funds to improve a water tower, buy a police car, give raises, but not funding for kids.  He asked what the council has done for the kids in the last four, eight, or twelve years. 

Mr. Zanders said he has asked for a recreation center for three years, but never got anywhere.  He said the entire community must work together to get things done.  
Discussion continued between Mr. Zanders and Mr. Hart.  Mr. Hart questioned how Independence can build a new police station and a pavilion, but not Amite.  Mayor Bel said there is a difference in the type of police station that Independence is building.  Mayor Bel clarified the street superintendent’s longevity raise, stating all employees with five years of service receive a 2.5% longevity raise, but the street superintendent, city clerk and police chief receive their raise through ordinance.
Mr. Zanders suggested the town build a recreation center to help youth, rather than building a jail to lock them up.  Discussion continued, with Mayor Bel thanking everyone for the discussion to improve the town, noting that a recreation center would require a millage approved by the voters.  Mr. Hart asked the town to put a millage request on the November ballot.  Mayor Bel asked for future public input at the beginning of the meeting, as stated on the agenda.
Mrs. Sumrall moved and Mr. Leonard seconded to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried without objection.

Attest:
__________________________                               
______________________

Milton “Buddy” Bel, Mayor



Mary Lou Lee, City Clerk
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