Regular Meeting 
June 7, 2016
7:00 p.m.

The Mayor and City Council of the Town of Amite City, Louisiana came together in regular session this 7th day of June 2016 at 7:00 p.m.  The meeting was held in the meeting room of City Hall.  Mayor Bel called the meeting to order and asked Ms. Lee for roll call.  The following were present: Milton “Buddy” Bel, Mayor; Mayor Pro Tem Rose Sumrall; Council Members: 
Arthur S. Leonard, Jr., Emanuel Zanders III, and Neil Currier.  Absent: Jonathon Foster.
Mayor Bel led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Mayor Bel called on Pastor Darwin Brecheen of First Southern Methodist Church to offer the night’s prayer.  

Public Input.

There was no public input.
Meeting Minutes.

May 3, 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes, May 17, 2016 Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting Minutes, and May 9, 2016 Arts Council Meeting Minutes.   Mrs. Sumrall moved and Mr. Leonard seconded to accept the minutes of the above meetings.  Motion carried without opposition.

TREASURER'S REPORT

General Fund

Bal 4-30-16  
 
146,427.42    
Deposits
            362,599.85

                        509,027.27
Cks Drn                       372,251.10
Bal 5-31-16
            136,776.17       

Sales Tax Fund      
Bal 4-30-16
           276,174.65
Deposits
           274,663.43


           550,838.08
Cks Drn
           227,666.00
Bal 5-31-16
           323,172.08
Waterworks Operating Fund

Bal 4-30-16             1,300,266.23
Deposits                     160,396.12
                                1,460,662.35
Cks Drn                      147,301.80
Bal 5-31-16             1,313,360.55
Water Deposits

Bal 4-30-16
 
 72,737.35
Deposits

   2,454.57


             75,191.92
Cks Drn

   1,702.00
Bal 5-31-16                  73,489.92
Cemetery Maintenance

Bal 4-30-16  

 88,513.49
Deposits

      234.86


             88,748.35
Cks Drn

             -0 
Bal 5-31-16                  88,748.35
Economic Development

Bal 4-30-16                 309,431.27
Deposits                             121.34


            309,552.61
Cks Drn
                1,100.00
Bal 5-31-16
            308,452.61
Capital Improvement

Bal 4-30-16  
              78,078.53
Deposits
                     30.70


              78,109.23
Cks Drn
                         -0-
Bal 5-31-16
              78,109.23 
Water Deposit Certificate of Deposit

Bal 4-30-16

  67,358.41
Deposits
                        -0-
Bal 5-31-16

  67,358.41
Prisoner's Fund

Bal 4-30-16                        485.97
Deposits                             184.99
                                           670.96
Cks Drn                              184.62
Bal 5-31-16                        486.34
Police Bond Money

Bal 4-30-16                   16,838.11
Deposits

  12,596.17



  29,434.28
Cks Drn
              17,732.65
Bal 5-31-16                   11,701.63
Bond Appearance

Bal 4-30-16                   14,159.48
Deposits                             290.64
                                      14,450.12
Cks Drn

         
         30.00 

Bal 5-31-16                   14,420.12
Drug Assets Fund



Bal 4-30-16                     6,821.50
Deposits                                 2.68

                                        6,824.18
Cks Drn                                    -0- 
Bal 5-31-16                     6,824.18
USDA Police Car Fund

Bal 4-30-16                        119.23
Deposits                                   -0-
                                           119.23
Cks Drn                                    -0-
Bal 5-31-16

       119.23
Arts Council

Bal 4-30-16                    64,176.31
Deposits                           6,646.44
                                       70,822.75
Cks Drn                            2,620.15
Bal 5-31-16                    68,202.60
Utilities Sinking Fund

Bal 4-30-16                    38,185.95
Deposits                                15.01
                                       38,200.96
Cks Drn 

             -0-
Bal 5-31-16                    38,200.96
Utility Depreciation and Contingency Fund

Bal 4-30-16  

  150,298.55
Deposits
                       59.09
                          150,357.64
Cks Drn                                     -0-
Bal 5-31-16

  150,357.64
Utility Revenue Bond Reserve Fund

Bal 4-30-16                   103,855.24
Deposits

           40.83
                                      103,896.07
Cks Drn                                     -0-
Bal 5-31-16                   103,896.07
USDA Sewer Sinking Fund

Bal 4-30-16 

    36,406.53
Deposits
                  8,949.08  



    45,355.61
Cks Drn

              -0-             
Bal 5-31-16

    45,355.61
USDA Sewer Bond Reserve Fund

Bal 4-30-16 

    89,730.19
Deposits

      2,268.96



    91,999.15
Cks Drn

              -0-
Bal 5-31-16                     91,999.15
UDSA Sewer Deprec & Contingency               

Bal 4-30-16                      23,486.77
Deposits                                456.32
                                         23,943.09
Cks Drn                                       -0-
Bal 5-31-16                      23,943.09
USDA Sewer Short Lived Assets

Bal 4-30-16                      75,636.97
Deposits                             1,516.03
                                         77,153.00
Cks Drn                                     -0-                                       

Bal 5-31-16                      77,153.00
USDA Water Short-Lived Assets
Bal 4-30-16

     96,560.46
Deposits

       2,438.43
                                         98,998.89
Cks Drn                                    -0-
Bal 5-31-16                      98,998.89
USDA Water Depreciation Fund

Bal 4-30-16

     15,560.40   

Deposits
  
          370.69



     15,931.09
Cks Drn

                -0-
Bal 5-31-16                      15,931.09
USDA Water Debt Service

Bal 4-30-16
                 61,714.84
Deposits

       1,847.16     
                                         63,562.00
Cks Drn

           
  -0-
Bal 5-31-16         
     63,562.00
USDA Water Sinking 

Bal 4-30-16                      65,087.17
Deposits                             7,317.01
                                         72,404.18
Cks Drn                                      -0-
Bal 5-31-16                      72,404.18
Water Bills Past Due: 

April 30, 2016 - $9,376.04

May 31, 2016 - $8,632.47
Mr. Currier moved and Mr. Zanders seconded to accept the Treasurer's Report.  Motion carried without opposition.  
Mayor Bel:  Proposed Budget FYE 06/30/2017.
Mr. Currier moved and Mr. Zanders seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 7 – 2016 Proposed Budget FYE 06/30/2017.  Mayor Bel asked for roll call:

YEA:  Mr. Currier, Mr. Leonard, Mr. Zanders, Mrs. Sumrall.

NAY:  None.

ABSENT:  Mr. Foster.  Motion carried.

ORDINANCE NO. 7 - 2016
TOWN OF AMITE CITY

BUDGET SUMMARY OF GENERAL AND SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS

Proposed Budget for year ending June 30, 2017

	
	GENERAL FUND
	SPECIAL REVENUE FUND
	TOTAL

	
	
	
	

	Beginning Fund Balance
	7520
	$1,122,359
	$1,129,879

	Estimated Revenues
	1,482,975
	3,412,412
	4,895,387

	Estimated Funds Available
	$1,490,495
	$4,534,771
	$6,025,266

	Estimated Expenditures
	
	
	

	   Salaries
	$1,690,832
	0
	$1,690,832

	   Payroll tax/employee benefits
	735,000
	0
	735,000

	     Total Personnel cost
	$2,425,832
	0
	$2,425,832

	Other Operating Cost
	$2,050,495
	$661,580
	$2,712,075

	   Total Expenditures
	$4,476,327
	$661,580
	$5,137,907

	Excess Revenues (expenditures)
	(2,985,832)
	$3,873,191
	$887,359

	Transfers in
	$3,030,000
	$122,625
	$3,152,625

	Transfers out
	($22,000)
	($3,128,125)
	($3,150,125)

	Excess estimated revenues over estimated expenditures
	$22,168
	$867,691
	$889,859


Be it ordained by the Mayor and City Council for the Town of Amite City that Ordinance No. 7– 2016 was duly approved by a majority vote on this 7th day of June 2016.  

Attest:

________________________



_______________________

Milton “Buddy” Bel, Mayor



Mary Lou Lee, City Clerk

Mayor Bel:  2016 Millage Rate.
Mrs. DiLorenzo said 2016 is a reassessment year, and as such, the council must roll back the millage to the prior year maximum, then roll forward, if it so desires.  The estimated amount of tax revenues to be collected from the increased millage is $130,105.57 and the amount of increase in taxes attributable to the millage increase is $553.16.  Mrs. DiLorenzo said the town will hold a public hearing on the millage August 2, 2016 at 7 p.m. 
Mrs. Sumrall:  Police and Fire Matters.
Mrs. Sumrall recognized Chief Trabona, who said David Bryant, a radio operator, is in the hospital on a ventilator and his kidneys are improving.  Chief Trabona requested permission to hire a temporary radio operator while Officer Bryant is recuperating.  Chief Trabona announced that Timothy Verberne resigned and he is searching for a POST-certified officer for that position.  He added that one officer is out on workman’s comp and another is in school.  Mrs. Sumrall moved and Mr. Currier seconded to allow Chief Trabona to hire a temporary radio operator.  Motion carried without opposition.

Mrs. Sumrall:  Chamber of Commerce.

Mrs. Sumrall recognized Ronnie Sistrunk of the Amite Chamber of Commerce who announced the June Chamber meeting will be held June 8th at noon at the Florida Parishes Event Center with Don Pierson, Secretary of the Louisiana Department of Economic Development as the guest speaker.  Mr. Sistrunk invited everyone to Coffee Friday at the Chamber office.
Mrs. Sumrall:  Ordinance – Park Rules and Regulations.

Mrs. Sumrall moved and Mr.  Currier seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 8 – 2016, Park Rules and Regulations.  Mayor Bel asked for roll call:

YEA:  Mr. Currier, Mr. Leonard, Mr. Zanders, Mrs. Sumrall.

NAY:  None.

ABSENT:  Mr. Foster.  Motion carried.
ORDINANCE NO. 8 - 2016
Section 6-5001. Park Rules and Regulations

The Town of Amite City owns and operates Fleet Easley Memorial Park, Butler Park, Camille Street Park and Coach Catha Park.  The following rules shall be observed when using the town’s parks:

(1) Park hours are from dawn to dusk.  

(2) No alcoholic beverages are allowed.

(3) No drugs of any type are allowed.

(4) No smoking on park premises.

(5) No three wheeled vehicles, bicycles or motorized recreational vehicles are allowed.

(6) No loud music, loud noise, or profanity is allowed.

(7) No loitering is allowed.

(8) Anyone caught damaging or abusing the park, or any park equipment, will be charged and prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law.

(9) Violators may be banned from use of the park.

(10) Proper attire must be worn at all times.  Shirts and shoes are required.  No bathing suits and no sagging pants or sagging shorts will be allowed.

(11)  Water slides, inflatables, bounce houses, jumpers and inflatable slides are not allowed.
(12) Open flames, propane gas burners, boiling pots, etc. are not allowed.  Crawfish, shrimp and/or crab boiling is strictly prohibited.

(13) Any family or group function held at the park will require pre-approval from City Hall.

Be it ordained by the Mayor and City Council for the Town of Amite City that Ordinance No. 8 – 2016 was duly approved by a majority vote on this 7th day of June 2016.

Attest:

_______________________



________________________ 

Milton “Buddy” Bel, Mayor



Mary Lou Lee, City Clerk  

Mr. Leonard:  Butler Park/Splash Park.
Mr. Leonard said a splash park in the community would stimulate family time and provide enjoyment.  Mr. Leonard said the estimate for a splash park is about $50,000.  He added that he wants to meet with Louis Joseph to determine if the parish recreational district would consider taking over the town’s parks before proceeding with the splash park project.
Mayor Bel suggested meeting with the Town of Independence and the City of Hammond for guidance on splash parks.

Mr. Leonard:  USDA Grants.
Mr. Leonard said he went to Alexandria and met with the USDA state director Clarence Hawkins, who provided information on low-interest loans for home repairs.  Mr. Leonard said this would provide funding to low-income families who have high water bills due to plumbing problems.  The funding could also be used for other minor home repairs.  Mayor Bel suggested City Hall distribute brochures to needy residents.  Mr. Leonard asked for assistance with public awareness.
Mr. Zanders moved and Mrs. Sumrall seconded to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried without objection.

Attest:
________________________                               
______________________

Milton “Buddy” Bel, Mayor



Mary Lou Lee, City Clerk
7

